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J cannot help thinking We 
ſomething 


Mr. — * 


Have given all the Ana 4 am a Maſter 
of, to what hath been offered in Support of 
the Motion now before you, Sir, for this Ad- 
dreſs ; and I could wiſh I had heard any thing 
yet to convince me that we are ripe for a 
Motion of this Sort, notwithſtanding the Weight 
of Modern Complaiſance to reconcile it; becauſe 
when I reflect upon the Length of the laſt Seſſion, 
might have done 
for the better Preſervation of a Conſti- 
tution not only ſick, but almoſt rotten at Heart, 
as ours is, that wants all the Help and Reſto· 
ratives that can be * of for its Relief. 


ö Sir, 


Ti 1 


Sir, nothing 1s or ought to be permanent 
that is not perfect; but thoſe, who under a falſe 
Notion of Innovations will adit of no Change 
in your Conſtitution, muſt render Errors per- 
petual, and deprive' Mankind of the Benefits 
and true Uſe of their Reaſon. For are we not 
but juſt recover'd out of ſuch a Situation, as 
proves that the Reafon of Man is not always 
ſufficient for the Government of Man? She 
often gives up her Empire to the Paſſions, and 
renders it difficult to foreſee the Effects that 
may proceed from an infinite Variety of Acci- 
dents, which, according to Emergencies, neceſ- 
ſarily require Alterations, at leaſt ſufficient to 
prevent or cure future Miſchiefs, or to advance 
a Good that perhaps at firſt was not thought of. 
Doubtleſs, Sir, there is no State upon Earth ſo 


compleat in all its Farts, in every Syſtem nn 


Government, but in proceſs of Time muſt need 
ſome ſort of Reformation ; ; and, unhappily for 


Us, Ours is defective in many Branches of it, 


but more eſpecially with reſpect to its Political 
Oeconomy, as well as its Natural Defence, &c. 
But that State hath the leaſt to fear from the 
Inſults of an Invader, whoſe People fight merely 
for the Sake of their Religion and Liberties ; 
as thoſe who have a diſciplin'd Militia always 


did, ſo much beyond+every other State whoſe | 


Safety depends meerly upon Mercenaries; Mer- 
cenaries, to whom the Principles of Popularity 
and Public Spirit were: ever odious. 
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The Laws and Liberties We now enjoy, 
were procured for Us by ſuch of our Anceſtors 
as were utter Strangers to every Syſtem but 
what conduced to Honour and Virtue ; a Go- 
vernment ſupported upon any other Baſis ought 
not to ſubſiſt a Moment longer, nor is ſuch a 
One worth contending for; no, not even by 
thoſe whoſe depraved Minds are not to be grati- 
fed by the corrupteſt Government, becauſe 
thoſe who fight or act for Hire only, are always 
looking out for the beſt Market. So that I 
hope We ſhall not let this Seſſion paſs without 
a good Militia Bill ; for a ſtanding Army, even 
in time of War, was never yet an Object that 
ſuited the Genius of this Nation, ſuppoſing 
it kept up with the ſtricteſt. Oeconomy, becauſe 


it is not our Natural Defence z-uanud F can aver, 
there hath nothing happen d within theſe twelve 


Months and upwards to render it more 


acceptable: For be it ever ſo formidable, it 


cannot be every where, much leſs can it pre- 
vent Invaſions or Inſurrec em when, to our 
late memorable Shame, we were twice ny 


by a Banditti Rabble : and in all Probability we 


had been ſerv'd ſo a third Time, but for the 


Preſence of His Royal Highneſs the Dukes : 
Whereas a well-arm'd and well-diſciplin'd Militia 
diſpers'd. over the Face of. this Kingdom, muſt 
ſuppreſs all Riſings in the firſt Inſtance; belides 
the great Benefit We ſhould have of em in 
eel Maritime Country, to put a Stop to that 

abominable 
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abominable Trade of Smuggling, without hav- 
ing Recourſe to a much more abominable Prac- 
tice of putting your Laws in Execution by a 
Military Force; a Precedent, give me Leave to 
tell you, Sir, that muſt be fatal to the Liberties 
of this Kingdom, if not timely prevented. 

Sir, the Conduct of our late and preſent 
Patriots, as they preſume to call themſelves, 
proves the Neceſſity there is for ſome Altera- 
tions in your Conſtitution ; becauſe, how inhu- 
mane is it for that Eloquence, which was given 
by Nature for its Defence and Preſervation, to 
be employ'd 1n its Ruin and Deſtruction ! Pu- 
niſhments there are for the Thief, the Murderer, 
and the bare-faced Traitor ; but alas! to the 
Grief of all well-diſpos'd Minds, there is None 
for the Sordid AQrator ; I ſay, Sir, there is None 
for the Sordid Orator, who ſhall one Day diſ- 
play his Eloquence in the Cauſe of his Country, 
to ſhew his Parts and gain Attention; and the 
next ſhall convince his injured Countrymen that 
he is a Proſtitute to Venality, and the purchas'd 
Slave of a corrupt Miniſtry, What Pity is it 
that ſuch Wretches cannot be brought to ſome 
condign Puniſhment, without doing Violence to 
the Laws of the Land! who one Day fling 
out Sarcaſms againſt the Meaſures of an Ad- 
miniſtration as ruinous and deſtructive, for no 
other Cauſe but to be admitted Principals in it; 
and the next Day purſue the very ſame Mea- 


ſures which they had ſo emphatically exploded, 


without 


[ #3 
without the leaſt Jott or Tittle of Alteration'in 
the whole Miniſterial Syſtem. - Surely, Sir, 
if there is One of that abject Stile yet in being, 


how can he ſtand clear of that Occultum qua- 
| #ente animo tortore flagellum? or why ſhould 


he not expect every Moment to be hurl'd down 
into that execrable, that moſt deteſtable Pit, 
where the Worm never dies and the Fire is not 
quenched? - % 2d lod) 
Sir, I ſhould have no ObjeQtion to the Mo- 
tion upon your Table, could I perceive the leaft 
Tendency to reſtore the | Conſtitution | to its 
antient Purity. The Royal Family upon the 
Throne, under whom we enjoy ſo many Blef= 


ſings, found us in Poſſeſſion of the Triennial 


Act; and altho* it might be proper to repeal 


it upon an extraordinary Occaſiom yet to con- 


tinue Parliaments to their preſent Length, hath, 


I fear, been productive of many Political Miſ- 
fortunes ſubſequent to that Alteration. Vet if 
ever the good People of South Britain deſerv'd 
a Triennial Holy-day, it is for that ſteady Loy- 


alty they have fo lately ſhewn in Oppoſition to 
thoſe of the Northern Parts of this Kingdom, 


who have alſo diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, but not 
at all to their Honour or Credit. The Repealing 
of the Septennial Ac would bring Us a little 
nearer to that happy Situation of Independency, 
which Annual Parliaments would undoubtedly 
compleat. * 


Thus 
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Thus ſuch as now think it ill Policy to be 
unattach'd, or unfaſhionable to be diſengaged, 
may then come to have nobler Views than to 
proſtitute their Legiſlative Truſt conferr'd. upon 
em by their Conſtituents, who. in all Proba 
bility could be no otherwiſe influenced in their 
Choice (for ſo ſhort a Period) but merely from 
a Perſonal Regard. As I am one of thoſe that 
ſhall be ever proud of being ſo unfaſhionably 
degagte, as to deteſt nothing ſo much as an At- 
tachment to any Side or Set of Men whatſoe'er; 
ſo according to that laudable Practice of our 


Anceſtors, I ſhall wait to ſee ſome of the many 


Grievances We labour under firſt redreſs'd, before 
I can give my Aſſent to the Propoſition moved 
and ſeconded. 


